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Letter from the President

Dear Members of the International Society on MCDM,

It is my pleasure to address you to present the second issue of our
newsletter in 2018.

| am happy to report that our membership is steadily increasing.
As of today, we have 2660 members from almost 100 different
countries.

| am excited that next year is an MCDM-conference year. The
conference will take place in Istanbul, Turkey, June 16-21, 2019,
chaired by ilker Topgu. The preparations are underway and you
can find brief information in this newsletter about the conference.
The first call for session organizers will go out this month. Please make sure to visit the conference
website, make a note of the deadlines, and plan to attend. Our conferences are not only
scientifically great, but are also fun. istanbul is a fascinating venue and | am sure attendees will
have a rewarding experience.

Our Society has been giving Society Awards in each of its conferences since 1992. These are the
most prestigious awards in our area acknowledging individuals who have had substantial impact
on MCDM over their careers. Jyrki Wallenius is chairing the awards committee and his call for
nominations can be found in this newsletter. Please plan to nominate individuals whom you believe
are worthy of these awards.

We have been organizing a doctoral dissertation competition since 2011. Finalists, who are
selected in advance, present their work and the winner is announced at the conference. | have been
impressed with the finalists and awardees in the past and | am very pleased that we can listen to
and recognize such high quality work. The competition is chaired by Jose Rui Figueira and he
provides further information on the award and the application process in his call for applications
in this newsletter. 1 urge all qualified individuals to apply for this prestigious award.

In addition to the Society and dissertation awards, the Wiley Prize is given to best practices of
MCDM at our conferences. Theo Stewart is administering the Wiley prize and his detailed call for
submissions is available in this newsletter. Please plan submitting your paper for this award if you
believe you have an innovative contribution to the practice of MCDM.

The 13" MCDA/M Summer School was organized by Constantin Zopounidis, Michalis Doumpos,
and their colleagues in Chania, Greece July 23 to August 4, 2018. This was the first summer school
after we decided to have the summer schools more frequently. 1am delighted to see a high demand
in spite of the increased frequency of the summer school. | am a great fan of these schools as they
serve the future of our field very well. | was at the summer school during its first week and | was
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impressed with the venue, the quality of lectures, and the enthusiasm of the students. You can find
a detailed account of the whole event prepared by the organizers in this newsletter. Overall, the
summer school was very successful in educating and entertaining a new generation of MCDM
researchers. | look forward to following the successes and contributions of the students of the
summer school to our field and to our society in the near future. Many of the students have already
become members of our society. | would like to thank all lecturers and the organizers for their
voluntary contributions. | would especially like to mention and praise the efforts of Constantin
Zopounidis and Michalis Doumpos and their colleagues in making the summer school a big
success.

The coordinating committee of the summer schools has already decided the venue of the next
summer school as Ankara, Turkey. Giilsah Karakaya and Banu Lokman will jointly organize the
summer school at the Middle East Technical University in the summer of 2020; the exact dates are
yet to be decided. | am delighted to see that we are not short of volunteers to take on this
responsibility.

You can find several meeting announcements, calls for papers, list of publications, and other news
in this newsletter. The announced meetings have strong MCDM components and | hope to see
many of you there.

| would like to thank Johannes Siebert and his editorial team for doing a superb job in putting
together all the relevant information and publishing this newsletter twice a year.

On a personal note, | am spending the 2018-2019 academic year at the Ross School of Business,
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA. Greetings from the lively Ann Arbor!

Murat Koksalary

President of the International Society on MCDM
president (atymcdmsociety.org

September 1, 2018

Ann Arbor, Ml

Note: Please remember that you can reach the officers of the society at the following addresses:

president (at) mcdmsociety.org
president-elect (at) mcdmsociety.org
secretary (at) mcdmsociety.org
mcdm-award (at) mcdmsociety.org
phdaward (at) mcdmsociety.org
newsletter (at) mcdmsociety.org



1 Society News

1.1 25 International Conference on Multiple Criteria Decision Making (MCDM 2019) in

Istanbul
MCDM xxv GENERAL INFO ~ SUBMISSIONS IMPORTANT DATES REGISTRATION ¥ CONFERENCE ~
Istanbul ke o
2019 Jomo 1691 AWARDS  TRAVEL INFO CONTACT

25th International Conference on
Multiple Criteria Decision Making

Dear friends and colleagues,

The preparations for the 25th International Conference on Multiple Criteria Decision Making
(MCDM 2019) are going on. As you know, it will take place at Istanbul Technical University,
Istanbul, Turkey from June 16th to June 21st, 2019.

It would be the second conference that will be held in Turkey; the first one was the 15th
International Conference which was held in Ankara, Turkey in 2000 by MCDM society chair Murat
Koksalan. We are very pleased to host you again in Turkey.

The official web site of our conference is www.mcdm2019.org and the web site is up. We invite
you to bookmark this page, and check it regularly for news, updates, and recent developments.

You may also follow us on Twitter (https://twitter.com/mcdm2019) and on Instagram
(www.instagram.com/mcdm?2019)

“MCDM beyond the Information Age” will be the conference main theme. There will be several
topics and application areas as announced at the web site. We believe that the theme, the topics,
and application areas will be of broad interest to academicians and students as well as professionals.

The Scientific Program Committee will invite delegates to submit their invited session proposals
and contributions to MCDM2019 on September 12, 2018.

You are all most welcome to MCDMZ2019, the 251" organization of MCDM conferences. ..

Istanbul’da goriismek iizere! (See you in Istanbul!)

Sincerely,

. o) ..Sabanc1 .
Y. Ilker TOPCM/ -~ = Universitesi

Professor, Istanbul Technical University
MCDM 2019 Conference Chair
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1.2 Call for Nominations: Awards of the International Society on Multiple Criteria Decision
Making

The international Society on Multiple Criteria Decision Making presents, at each of its international
conferences, up to three awards to individuals in honor of their outstanding, long-lasting, and
influential contributions to the field of MCDM. These awards are:

The MCDM Gold Medal: This is the highest honor that the International Society on Multiple
Criteria Decision Making bestows upon a scholar who, over a distinguished career, has markedly
contributed to the theory, methodology, practice and professional development of MCDM.

The MCDM Edgeworth-Pareto Award: This is the highest distinction that the International
Society on Multiple Criteria Decision Making bestows upon a researcher or practitioner of MCDM
who has demonstrated a high level of creativity in developing novel areas of application of MCDM
and associated methodology, markedly influencing the form of MCDM practice.

The Georg Cantor Award: This is the highest form of recognition that the International Society
on Multiple Criteria Decision Making bestows upon a researcher who has personified the spirit of
independent inquiry in developing innovative ideas in the theory and methodology of MCDM,
significantly expanding the tools available to MCDM practice.

The 25" International Conference takes place in Istanbul, Turkey, during June 16-21, 2019.
Nominations are now sought for awards to be made at this conference. Nominations should be
emailed not later than January 31%, 2019 to Jyrki Wallenius (jyrki.wallenius@aalto.fi). Please note
the following with respect to making nominations:

e No self-nominations will be accepted.

e The nomination must clearly state for which award the nomination is being made.

e Provide a short statement as to why the nominee is worthy of the award, indicating his/her
contributions to the MCDM field.

e Provide a CV for the nominee or a link to it.

Note that a condition of the awards is that the awardee attends the conference in person to receive
the award and to present a plenary talk. More information concerning the awards and past awardees
may be found at the website http://www.mcdmsociety.org/content/awards.

The members of the award committee for 2019 are as follows:
Valerie Belton, University of Strathclyde
Kalyanmoy Deb, Michigan State University
Salvatore Greco, Catania University
Murat Koksalan, Middle East Technical University and University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
(President of the MCDM Society)
Wojtek Michalowski, University of Ottawa
Theodor Stewart, University of Cape Town
Ilker Topcu, Istanbul Technical University (Istanbul Conference Chair)
Detlof Von Winterfeldt, University of Southern California
Jyrki Wallenius (Chair), Aalto University
The committee reserves the right to make its own nominations and/or not to make particular awards.

Jyriki Walleniuws
(Chair)
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1.3 Call for Submissions for the 2019 Wiley Practice Prize in MCDA

John Wiley & Sons Limited, as publishers of the Journal of Multi-Criteria Decision Analysis,
sponsor a prize for the best paper describing a real-life application of multiple criteria decision
making presented at International Conferences on Multiple Criteria Decision Making. This prize
IS once more to be offered at the next conference in Istanbul, Turkey, 16-21 June 2019
(http://www.mcdm2019.org/). The prize is US $1000, while the winning paper and approved
finalist papers will be published in the journal.

To be eligible for the prize, a paper should describe a real-world application, or series of
applications, of MCDA in which there is clear interaction between the authors and decision
makers or other significant stakeholders. Papers simply proposing alternative approaches to
problems taken from the literature will not be considered for the prize.

Conference delegates wishing to have their papers considered for the prize should submit a full
paper, preferably in PDF form with figures and tables integrated into the text, to Theodor Stewart
(Editor in Chief of the journal) at theodor.stewart@uct.ac.za, accompanied by a brief statement
explaining the background of the application and the practical impacts of the study.

This submission implies that the paper has not been submitted for publication to any journal.
The following key dates will apply to the process:

e Initial submission of papers for the prize should be received by the editor not later than 31
December 2018. Authors are also required to submit abstracts of these papers to the
conference by the deadline specified on the website above.

e A committee will perform a preliminary screening of submissions to select up to four
provisional finalists. The decisions will be conveyed to authors by 14 February 2019.

e The provisional finalists will at this point be required within two weeks to upload their
papers formally on to the JMCDA on-line submission system. (Instructions will be given
at that time). The papers will then be subject to a full review according to the standard
procedures of the journal.

e Based on the full reviews of the papers received by the journal, the finalists will be
confirmed by 30 April, and their papers scheduled into a special session at the conference.

e The final decision of the practice prize jury (taking into account reviews of the written
papers as well as the oral presentation) will be announced at the conference banquet, on 20
June 2019.

The prize winning paper is ensured publication in the journal, although minor revisions may still
be requested. Decisions on the others will be subject to reviewers’ comments, and may require
revisions as a condition for publication. The intention is to group all of these papers into a single
issue of the journal if at all possible.

Theo-Stewouwt
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1.4 Call for Applications for the International MCDM Doctoral Dissertation Award 2019

At the 25th International Conference on Multiple Criteria Decision Making (MCDM), the
International Society on Multiple Criteria Decision Making will bestow the MCDM Doctoral
Dissertation Award upon a scholar who has recently obtained a doctoral degree and demonstrated
excellence in her or his doctoral dissertation research in Multiple Criteria Decision Making or a
related field. The MCDM Doctoral Dissertation Competition identifies and recognizes outstanding
doctoral dissertation research, completed on January 1, 2017 or later, in the development of
theory, methodology, and/or the application of theory or methodology to MCDM.

The MCDM Doctoral Dissertation Award Committee will evaluate the applications, identify
finalists, and choose the winner. The award will be announced at the 25th International Conference
on Multiple Criteria Decision Making, Istanbul, Turkey, June 16 to June 21, 2019. Each finalist is
required to give a talk at the conference. The finalists’ conference fees will be waived.

Deadline for applications: Please email the zip file of the application packet to the awards
committee at phdaward@mcdmsociety.org by February 15, 2019. The finalists will be selected
and all applicants will be informed about the results of their applications by April 1, 2019.

Eligibility: Those whose dissertations are in MCDM or a related field and who graduated with a
doctoral degree on or after January 1, 2017. Only dissertations that are in English are eligible.

Application (documents): The application packet should include the following documents (all of
which must be in English, except possibly the diploma):

1. Cover letter.

2. Applicant’s CV, not exceeding 3 pages.

3. Scanned copy of the original diploma of the Doctoral Degree.

4. Electronic copy of the Doctoral Dissertation.

5. Extended Abstract of the Doctoral Dissertation in English, not exceeding four single-spaced
pages.

6. Copies of publications/patents based on the Doctoral Dissertation, if any. Manuscripts
accepted for publication in journals that are accompanied with the Editors’ acceptance letter
can also be submitted. These publications should be accompanied by a statement from the
supervisor confirming that they are extracted from the dissertation.

7. An endorsement letter from the supervisor(s), highlighting the significance of the
dissertation.

8. (Optional) Additional supporting letters that the applicant wishes to attach.

Jose Rui Figueira
Chair of the International MCDM Doctoral Dissertation Committee

Email: figueira@tecnico.ulisboa.pt
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1.5 Report of EURO PhD Summer School on MCDA/M 2018

EURO PhD Summer School on MCDA/M 2018
23 July — 3 August 2018

Chania, Greece

The 13" MCDA/M Summer School was held in Chania, Greece from July 23 to August 4, 2018.
This edition of the Summer School continued the tradition of the previous 12 events organized by
the International MCDM Society and the EURO Working Group on Multicriteria Decision Aiding.
The first event was organized in 1983, in Catania-ltaly by Benedetto Matarazzo and the latest
edition was organized in 2016 in Recife-Brazil, by Danielle Costa Morais and Luciana Hazin
Alencar.

The event of this year was further supported by the Association of European Operational Research
Societies (EURO), thus being organized as the 2018 EURO PhD Summer School on MCDA/M.

The Summer School was organized by the Technical University of Crete in cooperation with the
Mediterranean Agronomic Institute of Chania (MAICh) and was held at the Conference Center of
MAICh. The Summer School was co-chaired by Constantin Zopounidis and Michalis Doumpos
(Technical University of Crete, Greece).

The MCDA/M Summer Schools provide participants with a unique opportunity to get a
comprehensive and in-depth view of the state-of-the-art in MCDA/M approaches and
methodologies, their applications in various areas, the relevant software decision support tools, and
the interconnections of MCDA/M with other closely related theoretical and applied disciplines
from OR/MS, computer science, engineering, and social sciences. Moreover, the Summer Schools
provide a forum through which PhD students exchange knowledge, ideas and experiences, discuss
open problems, obtain feedback from leading scholars in MCDA/M, and build fruitful
collaborations, which strengthen the MCDA/M community and support its future progress.

Building on this philosophy, the 13" Summer School provided a detailed coverage of all
established and emerging areas in MCDA/M, the new theoretical developments, software tools,
and application areas.

In accordance with previous summer schools on MCDA/M, a target of approximately 50
participants was set. Ultimately, 52 students from 18 countries were chosen by the Organizing
Committee out of 62 candidates who submitted their application by the given deadline.
Approximately 15 more participants showed late interest in attending the EPS-MCDA/M, but these
cases were not considered, because all positions have already been filled. Following the guidelines
of EURO, only applications by PhD students were considered, with priority given to applicants
from EURO member society countries. In the final selection, 46 out of the 52 candidates were from
EURO member society countries. The remaining participants were from Brazil, Canada, and
Mexico. All participants received a certificate of completion stating the ECTS credits
accomplished.

The academic program of the school consisted of a combination of theoretical classes and case
work. The theoretical lectures covered all the main theoretical advances in MCDA/M and their
applications. Overall, the program included 26 theoretical lectures for a total of 39 hours (90
minutes each lecture). The lectures were delivered by well-known scholars in the field:



e Adiel Teixeira de Almeida (Universidade Federal de Pernambuco, Brazil)
e Michalis Doumpos (Technical University of Crete, Greece)

e Matthias Ehrgott (Lancaster University, UK)

e Jose Figueira (Technical University of Lisbon, Portugal)

e Salvatore Greco (University of Catania, Italy & University of Portsmouth, UK)
e Evangelos Grigoroudis (Technical University of Crete, Greece)

e Mitosz Kadzinski (Poznan University of Technology, Poland)

e Murat Koksalan (Middle East Technical University, Turkey)

e Kaisa Miettinen (University of Jyvaskyd, Finland)

e Yannis Siskos (University of Piraeus, Greece)

e Eleftherios Siskos (National Technical University of Athens, Greece)

e Roman Stowinski, Poznan University of Technology, Poland

e Alexis Tsoukias (Université Paris Dauphine, France)

e Jyrki Wallenius (Aalto University, Finland)

T o -
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The topics covered in the academic program included decision modeling, multi-attribute
utility/value theory, interactive methods, outranking approaches, rule-based methods, UTA
methods, group decision making, MCDA software, robustness analysis, robust ordinal regression,
multi-objective combinatorial optimization, nonlinear multi-objective optimization, behavioral
aspects, as well as applications in customer satisfaction and finance. The full program of the
Summer School is available at http://www.mcda-school18.tuc.gr/program.htm

All lectures were thought-provoking, attractively presented, well-attended and highly appreciated
by the students, who had an active participation in the lectures and interacted with the instructors.

In addition to the theoretical classes, the program also included a lecture by the President of the
International MCDM Society, Murat Koksalan, that introduced the students to the MCDA/M
community and its activities, as well as a lecture that provided the students with valuable
information about the preparation of research publications, which is important for PhD students
who are at their first steps of their research career. The lecture was given by Roman Stowinski, the
coordinating Editor-in-Chief of EJOR.

Most of the afternoon sessions focused on case work. A case study was prepared involving the
multicriteria evaluation of the sustainability of cities. The case project was introduced to the
students in the first day of the school by Evangelos Grigoroudis and Michalis Doumpos, who also
acted as tutors for the students’ work on the case study.

Students were organized into 7 groups. The groups were formed considering the background and
research interests of the students, with emphasis given to form diversified groups and promote the
exchange of different ideas and knowledge among students.
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The groups applied different MCDA/M methodologies. Throughout the two weeks of the Summer
School, the program included case work sessions (9 sessions), during which the student groups
worked independently. The tutors and the instructors were also present and provided constructive
feedback to the students and responded to questions regarding the handling of the case project and
the application of MCDA/M methodologies.

On the last day of the Summer School each student group provided an open presentation of their
work. The presentations were all high quality, reflecting the enthusiastic and hard work devoted by
the students during the two weeks of the Summer School. The presentations and the results of the
groups were evaluated by the Organizing Committee, who also provided constructive feedback and
suggestions for future research. Moreover, three student groups received a special acknowledgment
for the quality of their case project work.

Besides the academic program, a social program was included to strengthen ties between the
participants to establish a future network. The events organized during the Summer School
included a social dinner and an excursion.



The social dinner was held on the evening of Saturday 28" at the Mediterranean Agronomic
Institute of Chania, whereas the excursion was organized on the afternoon of August 1%. The
excursion included a visit at Venizelos Tombs (Eleftherios Venizelos, 1864-1936, was one of the
most prominent Greek politicians who served seven times Prime Minister of Greece) and the
traditional village of Stavros, a popular destination in Chania, known for its amazing beach where
the scene with Anthony Quinn dancing Greek sirtaki was filmed for the well-known movie “Zorba
the Greek”.

Overall, we feel that the 2018 EURO PhD Summer School on MCDA/M has succeeded its goals,
bringing together young researchers who demonstrated an enthusiastic interest in MCDA/M and
will contribute in promoting and advancing the field in the upcoming years. The academic and
social program were highly appreciated by all participants (students and instructors), who also had
free time to explore the beauties of Chania and the surrounding area.

The successful organization of such a challenging event would not have been possible without the
support from the staff of the Conference Center of MAICh. Special thanks go to EURO for its
generous support and the International MCDM Society for providing financial support to students
from developing countries. Moreover, we should express our sincere gratitude to Evangelos
Grigoroudis and Yannis Siskos for their active involvement as tutors for the case project as well as
to all instructors who accepted to provide lectures at the Summer School and played a crucial role
to the success of the academic program.

We are looking forward to seeing you all again next year, at the 25" International Conference on
Multiple Criteria Decision Making, in Istanbul, Turkey!

Covustantin Zopounidis, Michalis Dowmpos
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2 Upcoming Events, Call for Papers, and other News

2.1 A note from the MCDM Section of INFORMS

The 2018 INFORMS Annual Meeting is coming soon. It will take place 4-7 November, 2018 in
Phoenix, AZ, and will provide an opportunity to bring together leading academics, industry experts,
students, INFORMS members, and representatives of government agencies. Attendees can look
forward to an exciting conference with an expected number of 5,000+ attendees and 80+ tracks
filling all time slots.

The MCDM Cluster will maintain the strong presence it has established at the recent INFORMS
annual meetings. The Cluster will feature 16 sessions with 66 talks which will also fill the entire
conference from Sunday early morning through Wednesday late afternoon. This year, the program
includes an award session for the first time in which the three finalists for the Junior Researcher
Best Paper award will present their work. The award jury will then carry out its final deliberations
and announce the winner during the business meeting. This year's program also includes a tutorial
on behavioral challenges in policy analysis with conflicting objectives offered by Gilberto
Montibeller.

For more information on the conference, please visit
http://meetings2.informs.org/wordpress/phoenix2018/

The presenters include many members of the MCDM Society. | invite all other members of the
Society to attend the conference which provides an excellent opportunity to widen their research
networks. | look forward to seeing many of you in Phoenix.

Sincerely,

Serpil Sayiny

President
MCDM Section
INFORMS
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2.2 Evolutionary Multi- Criterion Optimization (EMO) 2019

Paper Submission Deadline: 24 September 2018 (11:59pm HAST)

EMO 2019 is the 10th Edition of International Conference Series on Evolutionary Multi- Criterion
Optimization (EMO), aiming to continue the success of previous EMO conferences. We will bring
together both the EMO, multiple criteria decision-making (MCDM) communities, and other related
fields and, moreover, focus on solving real-world problems in government, business and industry.
Michigan is the birthplace of genetic algorithms research and EMO 2019 will plan on celebrating
past 50 years of research and development in evolutionary computation and 10th edition of EMO
conference series.

Following the tradition of the EMO community, the conference will be in single session format,
with papers provided as either oral or as poster presentations. The conference format will include:

+ Keynote speeches

« Tutorial presentations

» EMO track deliberations

+  MCDM track deliberations
» Industry track deliberations

The conference will take place at Michigan State University’s Kellogg Hotel and Conference center
at East Lansing in Michigan, USA.

We aim to discuss all aspects of EMO development and deployment, including (but not limited to):

« EMO for handling of continuous, combinatorial and/or mixed-integer problems
+ Constraint handling approaches
» Uncertainty and noise handling approaches
« Many-objective optimization
« Theoretical foundations
» Preference handling techniques
« Performance evaluation and metrics
+ Multiobjectivization
» Local search techniques
« Hybrid approaches
o Point and population-based hybrids
o EMO and MCDM hybrids
+ Stopping criteria
+ Parallel EMO models and implementations
» Test functions and benchmark problems
+ Algorithm selection approaches
» Comparative studies
* Metamodeling methods in EMO
« EMO in Bilevel and generic hierarchical optimization
* Knowledge-driven EMO
» Large-scale optimization
+ Real-world applications
« EMO algorithm implementation

12



Springer will publish the EMO-2019 proceedings under LNCS Series. Full papers with a maximum
of 12 LNCS style pages will be published. No distinction on Poster and Oral papers in terms of
page length and quality will be made.

Springer has kindly instituted two Awards with award money: One Best Paper Award and one
Best Student Paper Award.

Sessions Planned:
* Keynotes
« Tutorials
+ EMO Sessions
+  MCDM Sessions
* Industry Sessions
» Industry Booths for Software/Application Demonstration
» Poster Session
» Panel Session (to be finalized)

More information on www.emo02019.0rg.
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3 New Books/Publications

This section presents a list of books and papers recently published. This list is by no means
exhaustive. If you want your recent publications to appear in the next newsletter, please send an
email with the complete citation of your work to lucie.galand@dauphine.ft.

3.1 Books, book chapter, special issues

H. Bansal, P. Shukla, M. Dhar, Trust and Credibility Analysis of Websites: Role of trust and
credibility in evaluating online content, in Social Network Analytics for Contemporary Business
Organizations, H Bansal, G Shrivastava, G Nguyen, L-M Stanciu, 1GI Global, Chapter 13, 259-
286, 2018.

Y. Jin, K. Miettinen, H. Ishibuchi (Guest Editors), Special Issue on Evolutionary Many-
Objective Optimization, IEEE Transactions on Evolutionary Computation, 22(1), 2018.

J. Krej¢i, Pairwise Comparison Matrices and their Fuzzy Extension: Multi-criteria Decision
Making with a New Fuzzy Approach, in Series Studies in Fuzziness and Soft Computing, 366,
Springer, 2018.

B.O. Saracoglu, Analytic Network Process vs. Benjamin Franklin’s Rule to Select Private
Small Hydropower Plants Investments, MedCrave Group LLC, 2018.

3.2 Journal papers

F. Abastante, S. Corrente, S. Greco, A. Ishizaka, I. Lami, Choice architecture for architecture
choices: evaluating social housing initiatives putting together a parsimonious AHP
methodology and the Choquet integral, Land Use Policy, 78:748-762, 2018.

H. Alabool, A. Kamil, N. Arshad, D. Alarabiat, Cloud service evaluation method-based multi-
criteria decision-making: A systematic literature review, Journal of Systems and Software,
139:161-88, 2018.

D. Baatar, M. Ehrgott, H.W. Hamacher, I.M Raschendorfer, Minimizing the number of apertures
in multileaf collimator sequencing with field splitting, Discrete Applied Mathematics, in press,
2018.

K. Belahcéne, C. Labreuche, N. Maudet, V. Mousseau, W. Ouerdane. An efficient SAT
formulation for learning multiple criteria non-compensatory sorting rules from examples,
Computers & OR, 97:58-71, 2018.

T. Chugh, K. Sindhya, J. Hakanen, K. Miettinen, A Survey on Handling Computationally
Expensive Multiobjective Optimization Problems with Evolutionary Algorithms, Soft
Computing, to appear.

T. Chugh, Y. Jin, K. Miettinen, J. Hakanen, K. Sindhya, A Surrogate-Assisted Reference Vector
Guided Evolutionary Algorithm for Computationally Expensive Many-Objective
Optimization, IEEE Transactions on Evolutionary Computation, 22(1):129-142, 2018.
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A.S. Costa, J.R. Figueira, J. Borbinha, A Multiple criteria nominal classification method based
on the concepts of similarity and dissimilarity, European Journal of Operational Research,
271(1):193-209, 2018.

A. De Boni, R. Roma, G. Ottomano Palmisano, Fishery Policy in the European Union: A
Multiple Criteria approach for assessing sustainable management of Coastal Development
Plans in Southern Italy, Ocean and Coastal Management, 163:11-21, 2018.
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4 Past Conferences, Workshops, and other News

4.1 Report on the Sixth Dagstuhl Seminar on “Multiobjective Optimization”

The sixth Dagstuhl seminar on Multiobjective Optimization, organized this time by Kathrin
Klamroth (Universitat Wuppertal, DE), Joshua Knowles (Manchester University, UK), Glnter
Rudolph (TU Dortmund, DE), and Margaret M. Wiecek (Clemson University, USA) took place
from January 14 to 19, 2018, at Schloss Dagstuhl (Wadern, Germany). The seminar, titled
“Personalization in Multiobjective Optimization: An Analytics Perspective”, gathered 44
international academic researchers and industry representatives from the fields of Multiple Criteria
Decision Making (MCDM) and Evolutionary Multiobjective Optimization (EMO).

Fourteen topical presentations were complemented by discussions in five working groups,
crosslinking application challenges such as platform design and product lines, responsive and
online personalization, and complex networks of decision makers, with research domains including
model building, preference modelling, and algorithm design and efficiency. Specific topics
included “Preference uncertainty quantification”, “Personalization and customization of decision
support”, “Invariant rule extraction”, “Complex networks and MCDA”, and “Metamodelling for
interactive optimization”. Two of the working groups split into subgroups during the seminar in
order to focus more strongly on different aspects of the topics considered. They rejoined later to
consolidate their findings. ,

On Wednesday afternoon, the seminar photograph
was taken on the steps up to the little chapel of the
castle. Taking benefit from a short break in the |
rainy weather, a group of researchers left right
afterwards for a traditional hike exploring the
surroundings of the Dagstuhl castle.

On Thursday evening, all researchers had the ‘%
pleasure to participate in a Wine and Cheese party
held in the music room of the castle. Thanks to
several excellent musicians among the seminar
participants, the event was accompanied by live s SR
music and singing, including the already traditional MCDM song that was composed durmg one
of the earlier editions of the seminar series. The event was kindly supported by the ITWM
Kaiserslautern.

In a closing session on Friday morning, all working groups presented their results. The seminar
initiated several new research directions, and several working groups plan to submit extended
versions of their reports to the special issue on “Personalization in Multiobjective Optimization:
An Analytics Perspective” of the Journal of Multicriteria Decision Analysis, edited by Theo
Stewart (submission deadline was July 31, 2018). The seminar concluded with an intensive
discussion of future research challenges that could qualify as a topic for a next edition of this
seminar series, which will be planned for 2020 or 2021. Carlos Fonseca (University of Coimbra,
Portugal) will replace Joshua Knowles on the team of organizers who steps down after co-
organizing three consecutive editions of this series.

Kathwin Klamwoth, Joshua Knowles, Gunter Rudolph and Mawrgaret
M. Wiecek
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5 Imprints

Johannes Siebert: newsletter@mcdmsociety.org, johannes.siebert@mci.edu

Lucie Galand: lucie.galand@dauphine.fr
Jana Siebert: jana.krejci@unitn.it
Sandra Huber: sandra-huber@hsu-hh.de

We are working on publishing the newsletter of the International Society on Multiple Criteria Decision Making two
times a year. Usually, the deadline for the January issue is January 10" and the issue is intended to be published “around
January 20™.” The deadline for the September issue is usually August 20" and the issue is intended to be published “at
the beginning of September.” Contributions can be sent at any time to the editor (please see the address provided
above).
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